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o¢*" Yuba Environmental Science
CHARTER ACADEMY

New K-8 Public School
Opens in Yuba Foothills

Community members who helped to organize the new school recommend that interested families pre-register children now.
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Some YES-CA CORE Values

(Excerpts from the YES-CA Charter
document, available at YES-CA.org)

@ 1he children of YES-CA will
experience the ecology of the rural

land that surrounds their school and
community. They will understand that
we are all part of the planet Earth, and

it is part of us. Learning about nature
and culture will come through first-hand
contact with the world around them.

@ Children will learn about the life
cycles of animals and plants through
their observations, projects, and real
work on the gardens, woodlands, and
landscapes that surround the academy.

@ At YES-CA learning takes place
when teachers give individual attention
to each child, and the school community
is small enough for everyone to know
and support each other. In this setting
every child is known by the teachers, and
his or her gifts, talents, and special needs
are recognized and addressed. We will
remain a small school with small classes.

. YES-CA will incorporate character
development into its daily curriculum
and activities. Teachers, administrators,
students, and families will work together
to assure the healthy development of every
child, and to address moral and ethical
issues so that each has the knowledge and
resiliency to act with integrity. Members
of our community will show respect

and care for each other, for those in the
communities that surround us, and for
people throughout the world.

each other, for those in the communities that surround us,
and for people throughout the world.

On August 18, 2008, Yuba County will witness
the opening of a new charter school, the “Yuba
Environmental Science Charter Academy” (YES-
CA), located on a ten-acre campus in the foothill
town of Dobbins. The Marysville School Board re-
warded months of work by dedicated volunteers and
professionals with approval of the school’s charter in
March. The school’s mission statement is: “YES-CA
will educate K-8 students in a school culture that val-
ues the scientific method and a curricular focus on
environmental studies. The highest California aca-
demic standards, as well as high standards of moral
conduct, will be emphasized.”

The rural location of the school will enhance its
focus on the environment. A large central garden
area for fruit and vegetables is being planned, along
with a corral and shed for small animals. YES-CA
students will participate in school-wide attention to
characteristics of the four seasons, study changes in
climate and weather, work in the community gar-

- continued on page 2

What is a Charter School?

By Bruce Helft, Executive Director, YES-CA

harter schools are public schools,

funded by local, state, and federal
tax dollars. As public schools, they are
open to all who wish to attend. Charter
schools differ from traditional public
schools in that they can offer a cur-
riculum that features the specific in-
terests of their students, teachers, and

surrounding community. YES-CA,
for instance, will emphasize environ-
mental studies, innovative, individu-
alized teaching methods, and high
standards of interpersonal conduct.
In the words of Chester Finn in Re-

- continued on page 3 Bruce Lawrence Helft
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New K-8 Public School Opens in Yuba Foothills

dens, and take field trips to other environmental
and cultural resources. Older students will study
the environment of the immediate region, in-
cluding soil, rock, and geologic features, animal
homes and other animal data, plants, historic ar-
tifacts, and more. Students will learn the history
of the local area and the Maidu native peoples.
YES-CA is dedicated to a high-quality edu-
cation built on project-based learning. Lessons
will be scientific but will emphasize coopera-
tive, hands-on learning methods. Along with
a focus on environmental studies, YES-CA will
meet or exceed all core requirements of the Cali-
fornia Education Code, including proficiency in

math, science, social studies, languages, and the
arts. State-adopted textbooks will be used in all
grades, and all full-time teachers will hold a Cal-
ifornia teaching credential.

The present school building can accommo-
date up to 125 students. Registration is under
way, and according to Bruce Helft, the school’s
executive director, spaces are rapidly being
filled up. School bus service will be available
from bus stops within the Marysville school
district. Healthful breakfasts and lunches will
be available. Pre-registration requests are avail-
able in this document and on line at www.YES-
CA.org.
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The children of YES-CA will learn about the life cycles of
animals and plants through their observations, projects,
and real work on the gardens, woodlands, and landscapes.
We are all part of the planet Earth, and it is part of us.
Learning about nature and culture will come through first-
hand contact with the world around them.

Families Invited To Open House Thursday May 29, 2008

—» to Bullard's Bar Dam
& Hwy 49 (North San
Juan - Nevada City)

Ace Hardware
DOBBINS

Willow Glen
¥ Restaurant ©

LOMARICA

9841 Texas Hill
Dobbins, CA 95935

BROWNS VALLEY

Chevron
/ Gas Station

Community Center

to Smartville, Penn Valley, Grass Valley
~

Exiting Marysville towards Grass Valley on Hwy 20, proceed for 11.5 miles. Turn left
onto Marysville Road (E 21) towards Dobbins at the sign marked for Dobbins (Chev-
ron Station on corner). Proceed 11 miles, passing Collins Lake, to the Willow Glen
Restaurant where Marysville Road makes a ninety-degree right turn—there is a sign
on your right marking the turn. Turn right and stay on Marysville Road (E 20) for 4
miles, passing Oregon House and then the fire station on your right. Immediately past
the fire station, turn right onto Texas Hill Road. YES-CA is 0.3 miles on the left: 9841
Texas Hill Road, Dobbins.

MAP IS NOT TO SCALE

YES-CA invites all interested families to enjoy snacks, visit the school,
walk the campus, and ask questions from 5pm to 8pm.

he administration of the Yuba Environmental Science Charter Academy

invites interested families to stop by the school’s campus and facility at 9841
Texas Hill Rd. in Dobbins on May 29 between 5 PM and 8 PM. On hand to an-
swer questions will be YES-CA board members, the school’s executive director,
and some of the parent-volunteers who have helped to make the new charter
school a reality. The open house is informal and intended purely for informa-
tional purposes. All interested parties are welcome. Please see the map at left for
directions.

YUBA ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
CHARTER ACADEMY

California Campus
9841 Texas Hill Road - Dobbins, California 95935

(530) 692-2210 YES-CA.org
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To reserve a space for your child by mail,
please return this form to YES-CA, PO Box 180, Dobbins, CA 95935

MARYSVILLE JOINT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
YES-CA PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

Student’s Full Name

Student’s Home (Street) Address

Student’s Mailing Address

ZIP CODE

(if different from above)

Birth Date Place of Birth

Name and Address of School Last Attended

ZIP CODE

(Please Circle) Boy

Expected Grade Level for August 2008

Mother’s or Guardian’s Name

ZIp CODE

Student’s Age as of December 2, 2008

Phone (

Email address

Phone (

Father’s or Guardian’s Name

Email address

YES-CA Campus: 9841Texas Hill Road, Dobbins, CA 95935

Continued from the front page

What is a Charter
School?

newing Public Education—Charter Schools in Ac-
tion, a charter school is an “independent public
school of choice, freed from rules but accountable
for results” At present, there are over 4,000 char-
ter schools in operation in the United States, with
more than 600 in the state of California.
Although a charter school is offered a degree
of freedom in curriculum development and op-
erational methods, it can be closed if results on
mandated tests are not adequate. Charter schools,
because they represent a

“At present, there

choice made by parents
and educators, typically ~ 4re over 4,000
offer a positive, sup-  charter schools
portive, and motivated

in operation in the
school culture with a

high degree of parental United States, with
involvement and teacher ~ tore than 600
enthusiasm. in the state of

As a charter school, California.”
YES-CA prepared a

“charter document” that offers a detailed educa-
tional and business plan featuring sixteen standard
and prescribed elements. Each element explains an
aspect of how the school will function and ensure
a meaningful education for its students. The YES-
CA charter document approved by the Marysville
school board is available either at the office of the
superintendent for the MJUSD or via request from
the YES-CA director.

Families who are interested in an education for their
children that incorporates environmental science
studies into the California curriculum are encouraged
to pre-register now. Feel free to contact YES-CA

for more information and/or mail the form at left.
Families are invited to visit the campus on May 29th!
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California Campus - 9841 Texas Hill Road - Dobbins, California 95935 « (530) 692-2210 - www.YES-CA.org - info@ YES-CA.org
~ Introducing ~

Lucas Calpouzos, Chairman
of the YES-CA Board

ucas Calpouzos (Ph.D., Harvard University), served as professor in the

College of Agriculture at Chico State University, and for eight of the
twelve years prior to his retirement, he was Dean of the College of Agri-
culture. Among his experiences, he particularly values the 6-1/2 years he
spent doing research on tropical vegetation for the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
Experimental Station in Puerto Rico. Regarding the opening of the Yuba
Environmental Studies Charter Academy, Dr. Calpouzos remarked, “As a
retired educator, if I can help create a new and exciting school that offers
people the choice of an emphasis on the science and significance of environ-
mental issues, it would serve as a legacy of my commitment to education,

Bruce Lawrence Helft,
Executive Director of YES-CA

graduate of the College of Environmental Design, University of

California, Berkeley, Mr. Helft earned a master’s degree in Educa-
tion and also holds a master’s degree in Business Administration from
Pepperdine University. Before returning to his home state, California,
three years ago, he served for eleven years as director of education for
private elementary schools in New Jersey and Connecticut. Bruce led
the effort that culminated in YES-CA’s charter approval and is currently
working to successfully realize the innovative visions of the charter. He
lives in Dobbins with his wife and two children.

the environment, and the people of my community”

YES-CA Board Thanks the Many Community
Members Who Helped with the New Charter

Community volunteers, school district officials and personnel, and government representatives worked hard for many
months to create this new learning opportunity for children.

YESCA Board Members - Lucas Calpouzos, Paul McGovern,
Kathleen Stavosky, John Craig, Tom Richards, Arthur Craigmill,
and John Norris.

| Also Margaret Campbell, Janese and Steve Jenkins, Adam Turley,

Frances and Brendan Ankers, Don and Nancy Walker, Sandy Grabowski,
Ginny (Virginia) Brown, Robert Stephson, Donald Richmond, Jeft Boom,

| Nicholas Spaulding, Gay Todd, Mark Allgire, Lennie Tate, Patti Legget,

Shannon Murray, John Skeff ington, John Pimentel, Douglas Binderup,
Bernie Rechs, Margie Markle, Sandra Fonley, Richard Seebo, Iona Brode,

i Ramon Carrion, Richard Teagarden, Karen Harvey, Christopher King,
“ Eliza Tudor-Caruncho, Cynthia Schmidt, Tanias Awesome Treasures,

L EdTech, Database Republic, Oregon House Deli and Market,

YES-CA will incorporate character
development into its daily curriculum
and activities.

Jayna Gaskell, Adam Musch, Auguste Haboush (photographs),

and the many supporters and children from the Dobbins/Oregon House
community that provided the inspiration for this project.

Bruce Helft’s photo by Amanda Lane (AmandaLanePhotography@comcast.net)

ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE
SCHOOL TEACHERS

Yuba Environmental Science
Charter Academy

invites applicants for several
positions in K through 8th grade
to begin August 1, 2008.

This is a new charter school with
an environmental science orientation.
Location: Dobbins/Oregon House,
Yuba County. Applicants must have a
current California teaching credential
and  experience  working  with
California content standards. They
should be outgoing, energetic, flexible,
and enthusiastic about teaching.

Competitive salaries will be
commensurate with experience and
will include benefits. Send resume,
email address and 3 references to:

YES-CA, PO Box 180,
Dobbins, CA 95935




